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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Chosen as a Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review and as a best book for 2002 by the Los Angeles Times Book Review, Washington Post Book World, and Publishers Weekly. A
ﬁnalist for the 2003 National Book Critics Circle Award in biography. The greatest statesman of his age, Benjamin Franklin was also a pioneering scientist, a successful author, the ﬁrst American postmaster
general, a printer, a bon vivant. In addition, he was a man of vast contradictions. This bestselling biography by one of our greatest historians oﬀers a compact and provocative new portrait of America's
most extraordinary patriot.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND IN EDMUND S. MORGAN'S BIOGRAPHY BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
GRIN Verlag Essay from the year 2002 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Sewanee the University of the South, course: History 201: History of the US, 2 entries
in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Benjamin Franklin was the ﬁrst American hero. He was essential in formulating America’s cause and his role in the peace negotiations with England made
him an idol for generations. In his Autobiography the reader can follow the course of his life until his 30th birthday. Although he does not give any accounts on his role in achieving American Independence,
his work delivers a good impression on his character. Nevertheless, to understand Franklin more thoroughly it is essential to consider a modern biography about him. In comparison to the Autobiography
which lays stress on his attitude and principles towards life, Edmund S. Morgan’s work Benjamin Franklin estimates his achievements for America by using these principles as an explanation for his
success. When comparing Franklin’s own story about his life with any other biography, we have to take into account whom he addresses with his writing. The ﬁrst part of the Autobiography is dedicated to
his son William and is written while the old man is on a political mission in England in 17711. Unlike Morgan’s Benjamin Franklin, published in 2002 and written for a broad audience, Franklin did not
explicitly address the public with the ﬁrst part of his work. Even though the Autobiography has by today been published and distributed all over the world, it is crucial to consider that its initial purpose was
only to inform his son.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Yale University Press Draws on Franklin's extensive writings to provide a portrait of the statesman, inventor, and Founding Father.

INVENTING THE PEOPLE: THE RISE OF POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA
W. W. Norton & Company "The best explanation that I have seen for our distinctive combination of faith, hope and naiveté concerning the governmental process." —Michael Kamman, Washington Post This
book makes the provocative case here that America has remained politically stable because the Founding Fathers invented the idea of the American people and used it to impose a government on the new
nation. His landmark analysis shows how the notion of popular sovereignty—the unexpected oﬀspring of an older, equally ﬁctional notion, the "divine right of kings"—has worked in our history and remains
a political force today.

AMERICAN HEROES: PROFILES OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO SHAPED EARLY AMERICA
W. W. Norton & Company "A wise, humane and beautifully written book." —Bret Stephens, Wall Street Journal From the best-selling author of Benjamin Franklin comes this remarkable work that will help
redeﬁne our notion of American heroism. Americans have long been obsessed with their heroes, but the men and women dramatically portrayed here are not celebrated for the typical banal reasons
contained in Founding Fathers hagiography. Eﬀortlessly challenging those who persist in revering the American history status quo and its tropes and falsehoods, Morgan, now ninety-three, continues to
believe that the past is just not the way it seems.

THE GENUINE ARTICLE: A HISTORIAN LOOKS AT EARLY AMERICA
W. W. Norton & Company "A masterly quarter-century of commentary on the discipline of American history."—Allen D. Boyer, New York Times Book Review "This book amounts to an intellectual
autobiography....These pieces are thus a statement of what I have thought about early Americans during nearly seventy years in their company," writes historian Edmund S. Morgan in the introduction to
this landmark collection. The Genuine Article gathers together twenty-ﬁve of Morgan's ﬁnest essays over forty years, commenting brilliantly on everything from Jamestown to James Madison. In revealing
the private lives of "Those Sexy Puritans" and "The Price of Honor" on Southern plantations, The Genuine Article details the daily lives of early Americans, along with "The Great Political Fiction" that
continues to this day. As one of our most celebrated historians, Morgan's characteristic insight and penetrating wisdom are not to be missed in this extraordinarily rich portrait of early America and its
Founding Fathers.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
W. W. Norton & Company This volume presents an eminent historian's progress over thirty years in trying to understand the American Revolution. Here is the historian at his best—beginning with the
assumption that things are not always as they appear to be, delighting in the discovery of the previously unknown, and oﬀering new interpretations with style, wit, and the good sense to know that there
are always more questions to be answered. The Revolution is fertile ground for the historian's craft, as these essays attest. Edmund S. Morgan discovers in American protests against British taxation an
aﬃrmation of rights that the colonists adhered to with surprising consistency, and that guided them ultimately to independence. Then, after a general reassessment of the importance of the Revolution, he
moves to a study of it as an intellectual movement, which challenged the best minds of the period to transform their political world. Next, in studying the ethical basis of the Revolution, Morgan traces the
shaping of national consciousness by puritanical attitudes toward work and leisure. This leads him to an exploration of the paradoxical relationship between slavery and freedom, and the role their
relationship played in the Revolution. Finally, thinking about the Revolution on its anniversary, Morgan looks once again at the Founding Fathers and the innovative daring, admiring most their ability to
reject what had hitherto been taken for granted.

THE AMERICANIZATION OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Penguin “I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite so ﬂuent, so perfectly composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich perspective on one of
the most accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time or any other.” —The Washington Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early days of the Republic—and
winner of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work that rescues Benjamin Franklin from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the man he really was and makes
sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise remained mysterious. In place of the genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American, Gordon S. Wood reveals a ﬁgure much
more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting. Charting the passage of Franklin’s life and reputation from relative popular indiﬀerence (his death, while the occasion for mass mourning in
France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our country’s idea of itself.

NOT YOUR USUAL FOUNDING FATHER
SELECTED READINGS FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Yale University Press An eminent Franklin scholar introduces us to the gregarious founding father who would be a welcome guest at any dinner table This engaging book reveals Benjamin Franklin's human
side--his tastes and habits, his enthusiasms, and his devotion to democracy and the people of the United States. Three hundred years after his birth, we may remember Franklin's famous Autobiography, or
his status as framer of the Declaration of Independence and the peace with Great Britain, or his experiments in electricity, or perhaps his sage advice on diligence and thrift. But historian Edmund S.
Morgan invites us to meet the man himself, a sociable, good-natured, and extraordinary human being with boundless curiosity about the natural world and a vision of what America could be. Drawing on
lifelong research in the vast Franklin archives, Morgan assembles both famous and lesser-known writings that oﬀer insights into this founding father's thinking. The book is organized around four major
themes, each with an introduction. The ﬁrst section includes journal excerpts and letters revealing Franklin's personal tastes and habits. The second is devoted to Franklin's inexhaustible intellectual
energy and his scientiﬁc discoveries. The third and fourth chronicle his devotion to serving the people who became the United States both before and after the Revolution and to advancing his democratic
vision of their future. Franklin's humanity and genius have never seemed more real than in the pages of this appealing anthology.

ROGER WILLIAMS: THE CHURCH AND THE STATE
W. W. Norton & Company An illuminating portrait of the nation's earliest—and most passionate—advocate for the total separation of church and state. A classic of its kind, Edmund S. Morgan's Roger
Williams skillfully depicts the intellectual life of the man who, after his expulsion in 1635 from the Massachusetts Bay Colony, founded what would become Rhode Island. As Morgan re-creates the evolution
of Williams's thoughts on the nature of the church and the state, he captures with characteristic economy and precision the institutions that informed Williams's worldview, from the Protestant church in
England to the Massachusetts government in the seventeenth century. In doing so, Morgan reveals the origins of a perennial—and heated—American debate, told through the ideas of one of the most
brilliant polemicists on the subject, a man whose mind, as Morgan describes, "drove him to examine accepted ideas and carry them to unacceptable conclusions." Forty years after its ﬁrst publication,
Roger Williams remains essential reading for anyone interested in the church, the state, and the right relation of the two.
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AMERICAN SLAVERY, AMERICAN FREEDOM
W. W. Norton & Company "Thoughtful, suggestive and highly readable."—New York Times Book Review In the American Revolution, Virginians were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom and quality.
George Washington led the Americans in battle against British oppression. Thomas Jeﬀerson led them in declaring independence. Virginians drafted not only the Declaration but also the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights; they were elected to the presidency of the United States under that Constitution for thirty-two of the ﬁrst thirty-six years of its existence. They were all slaveholders. In the new preface
Edmund S. Morgan writes: "Human relations among us still suﬀer from the former enslavement of a large portion of our predecessors. The freedom of the free, the growth of freedom experienced in the
American Revolution depended more than we like to admit on the enslavement of more than 20 percent of us at that time. How republican freedom came to be supported, at least in large part, by its
opposite, slavery, is the subject of this book. American Slavery, American Freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of America. Morgan ﬁnds the keys to this central paradox, "the marriage
of slavery and freedom," in the people and the politics of the state that was both the birthplace of the Revolution and the largest slaveholding state in the country.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
EINE BIOGRAPHIE
Benjamin Franklin is perhaps the most remarkable ﬁgure in American history: the greatest statesman of his age, he played a pivotal role in the formation of the American republic. He was also a pioneering
scientist, a best selling author, the country's ﬁrst postmaster general, a printer, a bon vivant, a diplomat, a ladies' man, and a moralist-and the most prominent celebrity of the eighteenth century. Franklin
was, however, a man of vast contradictions, as Edmund Morgan demonstrates in this brilliant biography. A reluctant revolutionary, Franklin had desperately wished to preserve the British Empire, and he
mourned the break even as he led the ﬁght for American independence. Despite his passion for science, Franklin viewed his groundbreaking experiments as secondary to his civic duties. And although he
helped to draft both the Declaration of Independence and the American Constitution, he had personally hoped that the new American government would take a diﬀerent shape. Unraveling the enigma of
Franklin's character, Morgan shows that he was the rare individual who consistently placed the public interest before his own desires.

THE BIRTH OF THE REPUBLIC, 1763-89
Chicago : University of Chicago Press Here are the events of that remarkable quarter-century which transformed thirteen quarrelsome colonies into a nation. The author's account of the Revolutionary
period shows how the challenge of British taxation started the Americans on a search for constitutional principles to protect their freedom.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND THE POLITICS OF IMPROVEMENT
Yale University Press This fascinating book explores Benjamin Franklins social and political thought. Although Franklin is often considered the ﬁrst American, his intellectual world was cosmopolitan. An
active participant in eighteenth-century Atlantic debates over the modern commercial republic, Franklin combined abstract analyses with practical proposals. Houston treats Franklin as shrewd, creative,
and engageda lively thinker who joined both learned controversies and political conﬂicts at home and abroad. Drawing on meticulous archival research, Houston examines such tantalizing themes as trade
and commerce, voluntary associations and civic militias, population growth and immigration policy, political union and electoral institutions, freedom and slavery. In each case, he shows how Franklin
urged the improvement of self and society. Engagingly written and richly illustrated, this book provides a compelling portrait of Franklin, a fresh perspective on American identity, and a vital account of
what it means to be practical.

THE GENIUS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON
W. W. Norton & Company Uses many of Washington's letters to his associates to portray his superior understanding of the nature of military and political power.

THE BIRTH OF THE REPUBLIC, 1763-89, FOURTH EDITION
University of Chicago Press In The Birth of the Republic, 1763–89, Edmund S. Morgan shows how the challenge of British taxation started Americans on a search for constitutional principles to protect their
freedom, and eventually led to the Revolution. By demonstrating that the founding fathers’ political philosophy was not grounded in theory, but rather grew out of their own immediate needs, Morgan
paints a vivid portrait of how the founders’ own experiences shaped their passionate convictions, and these in turn were incorporated into the Constitution and other governmental documents. The Birth of
the Republic is the classic account of the beginnings of the American government, and in this fourth edition the original text is supplemented with a new foreword by Joseph J. Ellis and a historiographic
essay by Rosemarie Zagarri.

THE STAMP ACT CRISIS
PROLOGUE TO REVOLUTION
UNC Press Books 'Impressive! . . . The authors have given us a searching account of the crisis and provided some memorable portraits of oﬃcials in America impaled on the dilemma of having to enforce a
measure which they themselves opposed.'--New York Times 'A brilliant contribution to the colonial ﬁeld. Combining great industry, astute scholarship, and a vivid style, the authors have sought 'to recreate
two years of American history.' They have succeeded admirably.'--William and Mary Quarterly 'Required reading for anyone interested in those eventful years preceding the American Revolution.'--Political
Science Quarterly The Stamp Act, the ﬁrst direct tax on the American colonies, provoked an immediate and violent response. The Stamp Act Crisis, originally published by UNC Press in 1953, identiﬁes the
issues that caused the confrontation and explores the ways in which the conﬂict was a prelude to the American Revolution.

A GREAT IMPROVISATION
FRANKLIN, FRANCE, AND THE BIRTH OF AMERICA
Henry Holt and Company In this dazzling work of history, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author follows Benjamin Franklin to France for the crowning achievement of his career In December of 1776 a small boat
delivered an old man to France." So begins an enthralling narrative account of how Benjamin Franklin--seventy years old, without any diplomatic training, and possessed of the most rudimentary French-convinced France, an absolute monarchy, to underwrite America's experiment in democracy. When Franklin stepped onto French soil, he well understood he was embarking on the greatest gamble of his
career. By virtue of fame, charisma, and ingenuity, Franklin outmaneuvered British spies, French informers, and hostile colleagues; engineered the Franco-American alliance of 1778; and helped to
negotiate the peace of 1783. The eight-year French mission stands not only as Franklin's most vital service to his country but as the most revealing of the man. In A Great Improvisation, Stacy Schiﬀ draws
from new and little-known sources to illuminate the least-explored part of Franklin's life. Here is an unfamiliar, unforgettable chapter of the Revolution, a rousing tale of American inﬁghting, and the
treacherous backroom dealings at Versailles that would propel George Washington from near decimation at Valley Forge to victory at Yorktown. From these pages emerge a particularly human and yet
ﬁercely determined Founding Father, as well as a profound sense of how fragile, improvisational, and international was our country's bid for independence.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
BIOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
Nova Publishers Benjamin Franklin is generally considered one of America's most versatile and talented statesmen, scientists, and philosophers. His achievements include publisher of Poor Richard's
Almanac and many articles on political, economic, religious, philosophical and scientiﬁc subjects. He was the inventor of bifocals, the Franklin stove, lightening rod, he was one of the signers of the
'Declaration of Independence', and the founder of, what is now the University of Pennsylvania. This book presents a detailed and riveting review of Franklin's life based on excerpts from the renowned 1899
book on Franklin by Sydney George Fisher. This overview is augmented by a substantial selective bibliography, which features access through title, subject and author indexes.

THE MEANING OF INDEPENDENCE
JOHN ADAMS, GEORGE WASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON
University of Virginia Press Edmund S. Morgan looks at three men who may fairly be called the "architects of independence," the ﬁrst presidents of the United States: George Washington, John Adams, and
Thomas Jeﬀerson. Anecdotes from their letters and diaries recapture the sense of close identity many early Americans felt with their country's political struggles. Through this perspective, Morgan
examines the growth of independence from its initial declaration and discovers something of its meaning, for three men who responded to its challenge and for the nation that they helped create.

THE SECRET OF THE SEALED ROOM
A MYSTERY OF YOUNG BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Simon and Schuster The play’s the thing . . . To the outside world, Tom Pryne is an orphan traveling Elizabethan England with his uncle’s theater troupe. In actuality, “Tom” is Viola, in disguise because her
parents’ Catholic sympathies have put them at odds with the Crown and forced them into hiding. When the troupe arrives in the sleepy little town of Stratford-on-Avon, Viola’s uncle is arrested for murder,
and she joins forces with an irksome local boy, named Will Shakespeare, with an active imagination, a penchant for trouble, and a smart turn of phrase, to uncover the real culprit. A perfect blend of
humor, drama, and adventure and a rich evocation of 16th-century England inform this fresh and original historical mystery that introduces an appealing pair of amateur sleuths.

A COMPANION TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
John Wiley & Sons This companion provides a comprehensive survey of the life, work and legacy of Benjamin Franklin - the oldest, most distinctive, and multifaceted of the founders. Includes contributions
from across a range of academic disciplines Combines traditional and cutting-edge scholarship, from accomplished and emerging experts in the ﬁeld Pays special attention to the American Revolution, the
Enlightenment, journalism, colonial American society, and themes of race, class, and gender Places Franklin in the context of recent work in political theory, American Studies, American literature, material
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culture studies, popular culture, and international relations

EDWARD BANCROFT
SCIENTIST, AUTHOR, SPY
Yale University Press Looks at the life of the American scientist and man of letters who led a secret life in Great Britain as British agent working against both the American colonies and the French during
the Revolutionary War.

GOOD WIVES, NASTY WENCHES, AND ANXIOUS PATRIARCHS
GENDER, RACE, AND POWER IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA
UNC Press Books Kathleen Brown examines the origins of racism and slavery in British North America from the perspective of gender. Both a basic social relationship and a model for other social
hierarchies, gender helped determine the construction of racial categories and the institution of slavery in Virginia. But the rise of racial slavery also transformed gender relations, including ideals of
masculinity. In response to the presence of Indians, the shortage of labor, and the insecurity of social rank, Virginia's colonial government tried to reinforce its authority by regulating the labor and
sexuality of English servants and by making legal distinctions between English and African women. This practice, along with making slavery hereditary through the mother, contributed to the cultural shift
whereby women of African descent assumed from lower-class English women both the burden of ﬁeldwork and the stigma of moral corruption. Brown's analysis extends through Bacon's Rebellion in 1676,
an important juncture in consolidating the colony's white male public culture, and into the eighteenth century. She demonstrates that, despite elite planters' dominance, wives, children, free people of
color, and enslaved men and women continued to inﬂuence the meaning of race and class in colonial Virginia.

AMERICAN HEROES: PROFILES OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO SHAPED EARLY AMERICA
W. W. Norton & Company Reexamines the lives of American heroes such as George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, and reevaluates the legacies of religious ﬁgures such as Anne Hutchinson and
unknown martyrs such as Mary Easty and Giles Cory, who were executed for practicing witchcraft.

THE PURITAN DILEMMA
THE STORY OF JOHN WINTHROP
THE PURITAN DILEMMA
THE STORY OF JOHN WINTHROP
Longman Publishing Group

BOLT OF FATE
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND HIS FABULOUS KITE
PublicAﬀairs Every schoolchild in America knows that Benjamin Franklin ﬂew a kite during a thunderstorm in the summer of 1752. Electricity from the clouds above traveled down the kite's twine and threw
a spark from a key that Franklin had attached to the string. He thereby proved that lightning and electricity were one. What many of us do not realize is that Franklin used this breakthrough in his day's
intensely competitive ﬁeld of electrical science to embarrass his French and English rivals. His kite experiment was an international event and the Franklin that it presented to the world—a homespun, rural
philosopher-scientist performing an immensely important and dangerous experiment with a child's toy—became the Franklin of myth. In fact, this sly presentation on Franklin's part so charmed the French
that he became an irresistible celebrity when he traveled there during the American Revolution. The crowds and the journalists, and the ladies, cajoled the French powers into joining us in our ﬁght against
the British. What no one has successfully proven until now—and what few have suggested—is that Franklin never ﬂew the kite at all. Benjamin Franklin was an enthusiastic hoaxer. And with the electric
kite, he performed his greatest hoax. As Tucker shows, it was this trick that may have won the American Revolution.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. THE WORK OF A SELFISH MAN?
GRIN Verlag Essay from the year 2002 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Sewanee the University of the South, course: English 377: American Literature until
1860, 1 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Benjamin Franklin was one of the most famous and important participants in the American Revolution of the 1760’s to 1780’s. Like 55 other
important political ﬁgures of that time, he was a delegate of the Continental Congress who signed the Declaration of Independence. He is the author of many valuable maxims that are used in everyday
conversations still today. Without doubt – Franklin is one of the ﬁrst celebrities and most remembered political ﬁgures in US history. He had an enormous impact on the new American self-conﬁdence and,
even more important, the American way of life. But when looking at his Autobiography, many people argue that it does not include any reference to his achievements for society. In contrast, it is stated
that these works seem to be revolving only around the events that had a purpose for him personally. Is Franklin a mere egoist or someone who cares about others, too? The ﬁrst evidence of Franklin
mentioning aid to others in the Autobiography is assistance to the “Tallow-Chandler and Soap-Boiler” (Franklin, 542) job of his father. Like all children in the 18th century he is involved in work for the
family. This is not surprising, yet. Besides, he learns in his childhood, that “nothing was useful which was not honest” (Franklin, 543). If we look at honesty as a part of respecting and also helping people,
Franklin therefore must have been taught mature behavior at an early age. His working career starts when he is still a kid. Franklin’s inclinations are to become a printer. From the age of 12 on, he does an
apprenticeship at his brother’s business. Franklin tells us about his time there: “In a little time I made great proﬁciency in the Business, and became a useful hand to my Brother” (Franklin, 545). O nce
again, it is not only pure self- interest that makes a diﬀerence in his life. This is even more evident by the fact that he obviously wrote his Autobiography many years later; still, he regards have taken the
advices of his family members for granted, too.

THE UNFINISHED LIFE OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
JHU Press Benjamin Franklin wrote his posthumously published memoir—a model of the genre—in several pieces and in diﬀerent temporal and physical places. Douglas Anderson’s study of this work
reveals the famed inventor as a literary adept whose approach to autobiographical narrative was as innovative and radical as the inventions and political thought for which he is renowned. Franklin never
completed his autobiography, choosing instead to immerse his reader in the formal and textual atmosphere of a deliberately “unﬁnished” life. Taking this decision on Franklin’s part as a starting point,
Anderson treats the memoir as a subtle and rewarding reading lesson, independent of the famous life that it dramatizes but closely linked to the work of predecessors and successors like John Bunyan and
Alexis de Tocqueville, whose books help illuminate Franklin’s complex imagination. Anderson shows that Franklin’s incomplete story exploits the disorderly and disruptive state of a lived life, as opposed to
striving for the meticulous ﬁnish of standard memoirs, biographies, and histories. In presenting Franklin’s autobiography as an exemplary formal experiment in an era that its author once called the Age of
Experiments, The Unﬁnished Life of Benjamin Franklin veers away from the familiar practices of traditional biographers, viewing history through the lens of literary imagination rather than the other way
around. Anderson’s carefully considered work makes a persuasive case for revisiting this celebrated book with a keener appreciation for the subtlety and beauty of Franklin’s performance.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S INTELLECTUAL WORLD
Fairleigh Dickinson The essays in this volume explore how Franklin's political and philosophical thinking was informed, while examining the deep appeal that Franklin has had on generation after
generation of Americans.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - "THE FIRST AMERICAN"?
GRIN Verlag Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg, course: Transcendent Experience in
American Literature, 5 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Benjamin Franklin is often called the “father“ of America, the fabulous American, or “the ﬁrst American”, or as a anonymous
reporter from 1856 wrote in theNew York Timesthat Franklin “was the incarnation of the true American character... Franklin was the true type of the pure, noble, republican feeling of America“(Huang
p.31). Born as the son of a soap and candle maker in 1706 he then became one of the most famous Americans in his time and is even today well known, he is the embodiment of the American dream, from
the dishwasher to the millionaire. Franklin was also an inventor, writer and philosopher, furthermore he was the ﬁrst American who was international honoured and respected as politician and scientist. He
was also “the only leading American who signed all four of the major documents that laid the foundation of the republic: the Declaration of Independence (1776), the Treaties of Alliance (1778), the Peace
Treaty between Great Britain and the United States (1783), and the Constitution of the United States (1787)” (Huang, p.37). But was is it that made him “the ﬁrst American”? Which are the “American”
attributes that Franklin embodies and in how far can one read these attributes and attitudes in Franklin’s autobiography and other writings? Was it his liberal and democratic sense, his belief in science and
in progress that made him ahead of his time? Did his attributes shape the following generations and characterize the American Way even in nowadays? Is that the reason to say Benjamin Franklin is the
ﬁrst American? In his autobiography he describes his life in his own words and it is impressive how much attributes that are today considered to be American can be found autobiography and in some other
writings of him. So the focus will be the search for similarities between Franklin’s “character” and the so called Americanness or thing that are supposed to American. The ﬁrst very American thing about
Benjamin Franklin is his way from rags to riches, it is also the ﬁrst thing that comes to one’s mind when thinking about America. He fulﬁlled “the” American Dream. He was born as the son of a soap and
candle maker and became one of the most famous Americans at his, and even still in our time. But of course his fame, and wealth didn’t fall from the sky, it was his work ethic, his self-reliance, his selfeducation, and his endurance that brought him that far. This work ethic, and endurance is very American, and an example for “Americanness”.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
AN AMERICAN LIFE
Simon and Schuster Presents a portrait of Benjamin Franklin as a scientist, inventor, diplomat, writer, business strategist, and statesman while tracing his life as one of America's Founding Fathers.
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FOUL BODIES
CLEANLINESS IN EARLY AMERICA
Yale University Press In colonial times few Americans bathed regularly; by the mid-1800s, a cleanliness “revolution” had begun. Why this change, and what did it signify? A nation’s standards of private
cleanliness reveal much about its ideals of civilization, fears of disease, and expectations for public life, says Kathleen Brown in this unusual cultural history. Starting with the shake-up of European
practices that coincided with Atlantic expansion, she traces attitudes toward “dirt” through the mid-nineteenth century, demonstrating that cleanliness—and the lack of it—had moral, religious, and often
sexual implications. Brown contends that care of the body is not simply a private matter but an expression of cultural ideals that reﬂect the fundamental values of a society.The book explores early
America’s evolving perceptions of cleanliness, along the way analyzing the connections between changing public expectations for appearance and manners, and the backstage work of grooming,
laundering, and housecleaning performed by women. Brown provides an intimate view of cleanliness practices and how such forces as urbanization, immigration, market conditions, and concerns about
social mobility inﬂuenced them. Broad in historical scope and imaginative in its insights, this book expands the topic of cleanliness to encompass much larger issues, including religion, health, gender,
class, and race relations.

THE STATE AND THE STORK
THE POPULATION DEBATE AND POLICY MAKING IN US HISTORY
University of Chicago Press From the colonial era to the present, the ever-shifting debate about America’s prodigious population growth has exerted a profound inﬂuence on the evolution of politics, public
policy, and economic thinking in the United States. In a remarkable shift since the late 1960s, Americans of all political stripes have come to celebrate the economic virtues of population growth. As one of
the only wealthy countries experiencing signiﬁcant population growth in the twenty-ﬁrst century, the United States now ﬁnds itself at a demographic crossroads, but policymakers seem unwilling or unable
to address the myriad economic and environmental questions surrounding this growth. From the founders’ fears that crowded cities would produce corruption, luxury, and vice to the zero population
growth movement of the late 1960s to today’s widespread fears of an aging crisis as the Baby Boomers retire, the American population debate has always concerned much more than racial composition or
resource exhaustion, the aspects of the debate usually emphasized by historians. In The State and the Stork, Derek Hoﬀ draws on his extraordinary knowledge of the intersections between population and
economic debates throughout American history to explain the many surprising ways that population anxieties have provoked unexpected policies and political developments—including the recent
conservative revival. At once a fascinating history and a revelatory look at the deep origins of a crucial national conversation, The State and the Stork could not be timelier.

UNCLE
Random House Uncle is a millionaire elephant who has a B.A. and wears a purple dressing gown. He lives in a labyrinth of skyscrapers connected by water chutes, lifts and railways, and littered with oil
lakes, walls of sweets and towers of treacle. He and his followers amuse themselves by exploring his home and falling into adventures with its inhabitants, a collection of lunatics, dwarfs and ghosts. Uncle
also frequently ﬁghts with the inhabitants of neighbouring Badfort, among them the repulsive Jellytussles (a quivering blob) and the cowardly Hitmouse. 'A classic in the great English nonsense tradition'
Observer

THE REAL BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
THE TRUTH BEHIND THE LEGEND
Compass Point Books Benjamin Franklin led a productive life, but is it possible his accomplishments include everything attributed to him? The answer is yes, for the most part. He never did suggest the wild
turkey should be the national symbol of the United States. He did, however, lend his wisdom to the founding of the country, and he was the only person to sign four of the documents most critical to the
creation and character of the nation.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Oxford University Press The tenth and youngest son of a poor Boston soapmaker, Benjamin Franklin would rise to become, in Thomas Jeﬀerson's words, "the greatest man and ornament of his age." In this
short, engaging biography, historian Edwin S. Gaustad oﬀers a marvelous portrait of this towering colonial ﬁgure, illuminating Franklin's character and personality. Here is truly one of the most
extraordinary lives imaginable, a man who, with only two years of formal education, became a printer, publisher, postmaster, philosopher, world-class scientist and inventor, statesman, musician, and
abolitionist. Gaustad presents a chronological account of all these accomplishments, delightfully spiced with quotations from Franklin's own extensive writings. The book describes how the hardworking
Franklin became at age 24 the most successful printer in Pennsylvania and how by 42, with the help of Poor Richard's Almanack, he had amassed enough wealth to retire from business. We then follow
Franklin's next brilliant career, as an inventor and scientist, examining his pioneering work on electricity and his inventions of the Franklin Stove, the lightning rod, and bifocals, as well as his mapping of
the Gulf Stream, a major contribution to navigation. Lastly, the book covers Franklin's role as America's leading statesman, ranging from his years in England before the Revolutionary War to his time in
France thereafter, highlighting his many contributions to the cause of liberty. Along the way, Gaustad sheds light on Franklin's personal life, including his troubled relationship with his illegitimate son
William, who remained a Loyalist during the Revolution, and Franklin's thoughts on such topics as religion and morality. Written by a leading authority on colonial America, this compact biography captures
in a remarkably small space one of the most protean lives in our nation's history.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Benjamin Franklin is perhaps the most remarkable ﬁgure in American history: the greatest statesman of his age, he played a pivotal role in the formation of the American republic. He was also a pioneering
scientist, a best selling author, the country's ﬁrst postmaster general, a printer, a bon vivant, a diplomat, a ladies' man, and a moralist-and the most prominent celebrity of the eighteenth century. Franklin
was, however, a man of vast contradictions, as Edmund Morgan demonstrates in this brilliant biography. A reluctant revolutionary, Franklin had desperately wished to preserve the British Empire, and he
mourned the break even as he led the ﬁght for American independence. Despite his passion for science, Franklin viewed his groundbreaking experiments as secondary to his civic duties. And although he
helped to draft both the Declaration of Independence and the American Constitution, he had personally hoped that the new American government would take a diﬀerent shape. Unraveling the enigma of
Franklin's character, Morgan shows that he was the rare individual who consistently placed the public interest before his own desires.
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